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Preface 
 
 

The aim of this volume is to show that quantification, measurement, testing of 
hypotheses, modeling etc. are known in linguistics since the 17th century. The 
trend towards mathematization began very slowly – combinatorial reflections 
began already in antique Greece, countings for settlements of accounts for 
writing are known since the 7th century (cf. Best 2006: 7) – and much later than 
in natural sciences but even in linguistics one stated that some phenomena can be 
expressed more exactly and more appropriately if one used numbers. The first 
steps were simple plays with numbers, later on one observed that if some 
property changes its value, some other property does it, too, and one began to 
search for links between properties.  
 Quantification is not an ephemeral paradigm which comes and goes and 
then lets the discipline return to its antediluvian state; it is a quite natural way of 
developing science. At its beginnings, one simply tried to measure, without well 
developed statistics, without testing but at least with some intuitive hypotheses 
because one “felt” that “there is something”. Expressions like “more, many, 
sometimes, greater, similar, frequently” etc. occur(ed) currently but even this is 
better than a categorical dichotomism behaving like a religious dogma. The men 
whose endeavor was to make some steps in this direction were known only if 
they wrote also other works in the vein of classical linguistics. Their contribu-
tions to quantification are mostly not even mentioned in the official histories of 
linguistics.  
 In order to contribute to the equilibrium in the historiography some 
volumes concerning the achievements of past linguists will be presented. We 
begin with German linguists. The articles concerning them have been published 
in different issues of Glottometrics. Since almost all concern German linguistics, 
the articles are presented in German but all following volumes will be edited in 
English.  
 Even history is a science which tries to find the motives, the “causes” of 
phenomena, and not only describe what happened. In historical linguistics some-
times even the capturing of a phenomenon, e.g. assimilation, is a trial at captur-
ing the cause. Unfortunately, in language it is mostly associated with psycho-
ogical phenomena which may differ according to age, gender, education, social 
group, language, etc. but the dispersion and cooperation of these phenomena is 
quite complex and the links cannot be captured without at least a little bit of 
statistics. 
 Statistics is, again, a means for testing linguistic hypotheses. And hypo-
theses should be derived from some previous knowledge. Hence, in developed 
science, one derives the hypotheses, constructs(!) data which are relevant for 
their testing, tests the hypotheses and interprets them in the light of the hypo-
theses. This way is, of course, very complex. The predecessors who will be 



 

described here made the first steps which should not be forgotten. They came 
from different states and in all cases they performed pioneer work. 
 The articles in this volume have been checked and if it was necessary, 
corrected. 
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